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VISION STATEMENT

MISSION STATEMENT

“To activate the transformation of our students, their 
families, and our community for generations.”

Atlanta Metropolitan State College, an access institution of the University 
System of Georgia, educates students from diverse backgrounds by providing 
aordable, career-focused bachelor’s and associate degree programs. The 
College oers student-centered instruction, civic/community engagement, 
and quality services that lead to the success of its inter-generational 21st 

century graduates.



In June 1965, the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia authorized a junior college for the west metropolitan 
area of Atlanta at an undesignated location.  After a great deal of discussion, the Atlanta School Board and the Board of 
Regents made the decision to build the college on land under the jurisdiction of the Atlanta Board of Education. 

TThe Atlanta School Board authorized its Superintendent in February 1971 to develop a financial plan to build the new college. 
On October 9, 1972, the Board of Regents reconfirmed, in principle, the construction of the college.  In February 1973, the 
Board of Regents authorized the plans and specifications for Phase I of the construction at a projected cost of $2 million.  
Construction began on the first building in 1973 and was completed in August 1974.

TThe college became the thirty-first institution of the University System of Georgia and began classes in September 1974 with 
an initial enrollment of 504 students.  The college, Atlanta Junior College, was accredited in 1976 by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACS-COC).  During the 1976-77 academic year, the 
Central Energy Plant construction was completed. In 1978-79, two multi-level academic buildings were added to the 
resources of the college: an Academic Classroom Building and the College Library. 

TThe 1987-1988 academic year brought the decision to change the institution’s name from Atlanta Junior College to Atlanta 
Metropolitan College (AMC), with the permanent transition becoming eective July 1, 1988. A new Health and Physical 
Education Complex was completed and occupied during the 1991-92 academic year, and a new Student Center was 
completed during the Fall 2000 semester. 

HISTORY OF ATLANTA METROPOLITAN STATE COLLEGE



HISTORY OF ATLANTA METROPOLITAN STATE COLLEGE (cont’d)

On May 10, 2011, the Board of Regents approved a substantive and mission change for Atlanta Metropolitan College to oer 
the bachelor’s degree. In December 2011, the SACS-COC approved AMC for a status change from a Level I to Level II 
institution to oer the bachelor’s degree. The name of the institution was changed to Atlanta Metropolitan State College 
(AMSC) on May 8, 2012 and the new Elridge W. McMillan Academic Sciences Building opened in August of 2012. 

OOn May 20, 2013, an ocial ceremony was held to rename the newly expanded and renovated AMSC Student Center to 
the Edwin A. Thompson, Sr. Student Center in honor of Dr. Edwin A. Thompson, Sr., the founding president of the college.  
The new Student Services and Success Center opened in Spring 2018 to further meet the needs of students via a 
One-Stop-Shop experience.  The first Commencement for graduates of Atlanta Metropolitan State College was held on May 
3, 2013, and the first bachelor degrees were awarded May 9, 2014.

IIn addition to Associate Degree Programs, Baccalaureate Degree Programs can now be completed in Biological Science, 
Criminal Justice, Film & Entertainment Studies, Organizational Leadership, and Business Administration.  The college also 
oers a 2+2 partnership in Teacher Education in collaboration with both Clayton State University and Kennesaw State 
University. 

IIn 2019, AMSC ushered in a new focus on student success, enrollment growth, financial stability, and strategic planning; 
priorities critical to building a strong academic foundation and campus infrastructure.  Atlanta Metropolitan State College is 
proud to represent the City of Atlanta and has set forth a progressive agenda to move onward!
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A native of Southwestern Pennsylvania, Dr. Georj L. Lewis  earned a BS in Business/Accounting, an MA in Counseling/Student 
Personnel, both from Edinboro University of Pennsylvania, and a Doctorate in Educational Leadership from Georgia Southern 
University.  Professionally, Dr. Lewis is in his 28th year in higher education and currently serves as the 4th President of Atlanta 
Metropolitan State College. 
 
DDr. Lewis started his higher educational career in admissions focusing specifically on minority enrollment and recruitment.  
After five years, Dr. Lewis moved into mid-level management positions in the functional area of multicultural aairs and led the 
student diversity eorts at Edinboro University of Pennsylvania, and then transitioned to leading the same eorts at Georgia 
Southern University.  After serving as a diversity professional for approximately three years, Dr. Lewis went on to serve in 
senior-level administrative positions for the next sixteen years, starting as the Dean of Students at Georgia Southern 
UniversitUniversity, the Vice Chancellor for Student Aairs at Indiana University Northwest, the Vice President for Student Aairs at 
Armstrong State University and as the Vice President for Student Aairs at Georgia Southern University.  In May of 2019, Dr. 
Lewis was selected by the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia to serve as Interim President and, in 
November of 2019, was ocially named the 4th President of Atlanta Metropolitan State College.  Throughout his tenure in 
higher education, Dr. Lewis has focused on the holistic development of students, anchoring his service in student advocacy, 
development of successful educational partnerships, and implementation of new pdevelopment of successful educational partnerships, and implementation of new programs that promote professional 
development for faculty and sta. 

Dr. Lewis' passion for professional development is evidenced by his participation in the Millennium Leadership Initiative (MLI) 
through the American Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU), the Executive  Leadership Institute (ELI) and 
the Advanced Leadership Academy (ALA) through the University System of Georgia.  Additionally, he has contributed to the 
professional development of others by serving as a faculty member for the American Academic Leadership Institute (AALI) 
and AASCU’s Becoming a Provost Academy (BAPA), and creating the Student Aairs LEAP initiative at Armstrong State 
University as well as seUniversity as well as serving as a faculty member and Director of the Region III SACSA/NASPA Mid-Managers Institute.



Dr. Lewis has received several awards, and most recently was recognized as a 2021 Pillar of the Profession by the National 
Association of Student Personnel Administrators (NASPA).  He is also a recipient of the Paragon Award for New Presidents by 
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society.  Dr. Lewis has taught graduate courses on student services in higher education, undergraduate 
first-year experience courses, and has recently collaborated on a book chapter in the Handbook of Research on Black Males.  
He regularly serves on dissertation committees.  President Lewis is also active in the Metro Atlanta community.  He is a 
member of the member of the Board of Directors of the ATL Airport Chamber, a member of the Georgia Chamber of Commerce, a member 
of the Board of Directors for the Metropolitan Regional Educational Service Agency (Metro RESA), a Sub-Committee 
Member of the Aerotropolis Atlanta Alliance, Inc., and a Metro Atlanta Industry Partnerships (MAIP) Partner.  

Additional points of pride for Dr. Lewis include, but are not limited to the following:  Georgia Southern University Essence 
Awards Sta Member of the Year, induction into the Edinboro University Hall of Fame as a football player, Honorary 
Membership in the Delta Epsilon Iota and Golden Key Honor Societies, Deen Day Smith Service to Mankind Award, and a 
Scholarship Naming (Georj Lewis Leadership Scholarship) at Georgia Southern University.  Dr. Lewis is a member of Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated and is active in the Eta Lambda Chapter in Atlanta, Georgia and is also member of Impact 
Church in East Point, Georgia.  

PPresident Lewis’ life has been inspired by his grandparents, James and Evelyn Lowe (both deceased); Ms. Emma Brown, his 
101-year-old grandmother; his first-generation college graduate parents Robert and Faye Lewis (both deceased) and a host of 
family members, coaches, friends, and colleagues.  

Dr. Lewis is blessed to be the husband of Mrs. Anchelle Lewis, and proud to be the father of Miles, Georj II, and Jazmyn and the 
grandfather of Taylor, Taliya, Miles Jr. and Tres. 



PRESIDENTS AND DELEGATES OF COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES



PRESIDENTIAL REGALIA

PRESIDENTIAL MEDALLION

Presidential regalia are unique among academic vestments in that they symbolize the president's rank and authority as the 
chief ocial of the institution–rather than reflecting the individual's academic credentials.  There are four velvet bars, 
known as chevrons, on the sleeve of presidential regalia.  Standard robes have only three.  College and university 
presidents wear their distinctive regalia when participating in ocial college/university ceremonies and convocations.  The 
presidential robe is also worn when representing the institution in ocial academic occasions at other universities.

TThe presidential regalia is in the Atlanta Metropolitan State College colors of red and black and features three-inch 
embroidered metallic gold panels with the college seal.

The Atlanta Metropolitan State College Presidential Medallion is one of the grand traditions of higher education 
symbolizing the eminence, authority and responsibilities of the O ce of the President.  The medallion, bearing the college 
seal is presented during the inauguration of the President.  It is the ocial symbol of authority of the O ce of the 
President.  The medallion is worn by the President at all formal ceremonies when he wears academic regalia.  

CCreated by Medalcraft Mint, Inc., the design for the medallion features an engraving of the college seal.  The seal reflects 
the Atlanta Metropolitan State College along with the elements of the State of Georgia seal;  a symbolic image of the 
Constitution as an arch that is supported by three pillars representing the three branches of government; banners bearing 
Georgia’s ocial motto – Wisdom, Justice and Moderation – and a guardian with a drawn sword ready to protect the 
principles of the Constitution.  The three-inch medallion is cast in antiqued brass metal.  The medallion is suspended from 
an oval brass chain and bears the names of the collegan oval brass chain and bears the names of the college’s past presidents and the college’s motto. 



THE MACE

The mace had its origin in Medieval times when it was a club-like weapon used by knights and kings of Feudal Empires.  Used as 
an instrument to communicate and designate authority, it has evolved over the centuries into a ceremonial instrument, 
symbolic of the O ce of the President of academic institutions.

Traditionally, colleges and universities design and craft maces which symbolize and capture a theme or message central to their 
existence.  A mace is used each year for academic processions and recessions to lead institutional presidents into and away 
from commencement and convocation exercises.  

TThe Atlanta Metropolitan College Mace, which was donated by the Student Government Association, was designed and 
hand-carved from mahogany wood by Sabiha Mujtaba, a local woodworker, during the 1995 Fall Quarter.  The silver detailing 
was done by a Russian silversmith named Gia.  The current mace was first used in November 1995 during the inauguration of 
Dr. Harold E. Wade, the second president of Atlanta Metropolitan College, now Atlanta Metropolitan State College.

TThe mace is constructed from ebony wood imported from Africa.  It is forty-one inches in circumference.  The top forms the 
shape of the College logo.  The center is covered with a sterling silver sleeve on which the names of the presidents of the 
college are engraved.  The large and small circular carvings are visible even when the mace is stationed in its custom design.



BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF GEORGIA
The Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia was created in 1931 as a part of a reorganization of Georgia’s state 
government. With this act, public higher education in Georgia was unified for the first time under a single governing and 
management authority. The governor appoints members of the Board to a seven year term and regents may be reappointed to 
subsequent terms by a sitting governor. Regents donate their time and expertise to serve the state through their governance of 
the University System of Georgia – the position is a voluntary one without financial remuneration. 

TToday the Board of Regents is composed of 19 members, five of whom are appointed from the state-at-large, and one from 
each of the state’s 14 congressional districts. The Board elects a chancellor who serves as its chief executive ocer and the 
chief administrative ocer of the University System. The Board oversees the public colleges and universities that comprise the 
University System of Georgia and has oversight of the Georgia Archives and the Georgia Public Library Service.



CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF GEORGIA

Sonny Perdue, D.V.M.

TRAILBLAZER PRESIDENTIAL LEGACY
EDWIN A. THOMPSON, Ed.D. 1974-1994

1994-2006

2007-2019

HAROLD E. WADE, Ph.D.

GARY A. MCGAHA, Ph.D.
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ALMA MATER
WRITTEN BY LAFAYETTE SUMMERS • LYRICS BY OJEDA PENN • REARRANGEMENT BY VAL PARKER

We come here searching for our inner selves.
We come seeking wisdom for our futures;

And we’re proud that we chose to drink from the fountain:
The fountain of knowledge,

The fountain that flows here at Atlanta Metropolitan {State} College.

We will long remember the smiling faces we met here.
WWe thank the Lord above for classmates
And those who guide us onward to our goals.

We come here searching for our inner selves.
We come seeking wisdom for our futures;

And we’re proud that we chose to drink from the fountain;
The fountain of knowledge,

The fountain that flows here at Atlanta Metropolitan {State} College.

WWe hail our Alma Mater, Atlanta Metropolitan {State} College.
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